


                               BA in Popular Music

This is a 4-year level-8 course that caters for musicians who play in popu-
lar music styles. Candidates will already play Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar,    
Keyboards, Drums or will be accomplished Singers. Places are allocated on foot 
of an audition held in April each year. Graduates are prepared for a career 
in the creative and performing arts industries and receive a comprehensive and 
intensive training in both individual and group skills. 

Potential career pathways include:

Performing - Everything from Commercial Bands or Theatre to Cruise Ships
Songwriting, Composing & Arranging, Arts Administration, Entrepreneurship,
Producing, Studio Engineering, Technician and Session Work
Teaching, Music Therapy, Community Music, Post-Graduate Study

Staff

We have an unparalleled and world-class lecturing staff, most of whom are now 
fully devoted to delivering this course. Professional credits would fill a book 
but include: Van Morrison, Emmylou Harris, Brian Kennedy, stockton’s Wing,    
Riverdance, neil Hannon, The Commitments, Tommy Fleming,  Damien Dempsey, RTE 
Concert Orchestra, Late Late Show, The Voice, and   countless sessions,broad-
casts, theatre shows, concerts and gigs.

Karl Rooney, Fionn Ó Ceallachain, Noel Barrett, Cormac McCarthy, Laoise Leahy, 
David Hayes, Phill Collins, Deirdre Long, Chris Ahern, Áine Whelan, Trish Rooney, 
Tomas Gall, Johnny Scott, David Keating, Ursula O’Sullivan, Keith Clancy, Hugh 
McCarthy

Subjects

Popular Instrumental Studies, Ensemble, Aural Training, Music Technology,Keyboard 
Skills, Arranging,Songwriting,Musical Direction,Harmony, Pop History,Shared 
Electives with BMus and BATDS: Music Therapy, Musical Theatre, Sound Design, 
Lighting Design,Production Studies,Traditional Irish Music
 

CSM.CIT.IE



Learning Environment
CSM has over 2,000 students of which approx 400 are full-time degree students 
on the BAPM, BMus, BATDS and Masters programmes. This makes for outstanding 
collaborative opportunities across artistic disciplines as theatre,classical, 
pop, jazz and traditional performers meet, mix and explore their creativity. 
Students access free module electives from other programmes and engage with 
active student societies, including the award-winning Musical Theatre Society, 
who mount a full-scale production annually.

CIT Cork School of Music Facilities
In Sept 2007 we opened our new 12,000 sq m purpose-built conservatory building. 
This is now considered one of best facilities for performing arts education in 
Europe, if not the World...

Curtis Auditorium   380-seat Concert/Rehearsal Hall

Stack Theatre   120-seat Black-Box Theatre

Doolan Recital Room   40-seat recital room

Lecture Theatres (2)   Music Classrooms (5)  Drama Classrooms (3)

Dance and Movement Studio         60 Steinway Grand Pianos

Music Technology Labs (2)   Piano Labs (2)    Over 100 Apple Computers

Electroacoustic Music Centre          Professional Recording Studio

Teaching and Practice Studios (55) - fifty five specially designed rooms 
for music and drama teaching and practice 

Public Restaurant     Large Student Common Room    Library

Eight dedicated Popular Music Rooms are all equipped with professional drum 
kits, PA, back line amplifiers and Nord, korg, Roland & Yamaha keyboards.  
Practice facilities include 2 keyboard laboratories, 2 computer labs and a room 
dedicated to electronic music production. Mobile Recording Rigs fit all spaces.

Application and Assessment

You must apply for all CIT CORK SCHOOL OF MUSIC Bachelor Degree Programmes 
through the CAO system before the 1 February each year - including FETAC and 
Mature applicants. These are all restricted access courses so there is NO LATE 
APPLICATION. We will contact all applicants individually and ask you to fill in 
a form with background information about any performing experience or training 
you might have.

You will then be called to an assessment day in April on which you will have an 
individual performance audition, a written paper, and, for drama applicants, a 
group workshop. Full details and sample papers are available at csm.cit.ie

From this assessment day we will award you a points score out of 600. This will 
be automatically added to your Leaving Certificate points total to produce the 
ranked list from which the CAO will make the course offers in August. We will 
inform you of your CSM assessment result during May so that you can make any 
appropriate CAO change-of-mind decisions.         



Find out about all our undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses on our website:

csm.cit.ie

More than 120 lecturers 
(Most of whom are professional performers)           60 STEINWAYS
Symphony Orchestra and five training orchestras
Symphonic Wind Ensemble and three training bands
Chamber Music        Jazz Big Band and training band
Five award-winning choirs   Baroque Ensembles
Traditional Irish Music Ensemble          Rock Bands
Percussion Ensembles   Dance     
Popular Music Ensembles     Jazz Groups-

Music Technology       MACS    
Musical Theatre Society   Opera Group-
Drama Companies  String Quartets


